Running head: INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIUONS				 1

INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIUONS		4







Interoperable Communications 
Name
Institution


Interoperable Communications 
Introduction
Government agencies are entrusted with a great role of protecting citizens, their businesses and other properties from the unseen artificial or natural calamities. To respond effectively to such calamities, the agencies or emergency responders must communicate effectively to the relevant parties and in a timely manner (Beauchesne, 2001). These agencies, therefore, require what is known as interoperability; this can be defined as the ability of the emergency responders to effectively work with other relevant parties in case of a disaster.  The responders need to seamlessly communicate by sending and receiving information through signals and voice messages to and from where they are needed and at the right time. 
Challenges to interoperable communications
The interoperability information sharing is, however, faced with a number of challenges.  Integration of efforts is crucial between the tribal, local, state and federal efforts as well as private and non-profit organizations (Jenkins, 2006).  The two main challenges according to facing these communication systems are; (1) the state agencies, tribes and localities lack adequate coordination, and (2) There is an insufficiency of funds needed to adopt emerging technological advances and maintaining infrastructure (Beauchesne, 2001). Lack of proper coordination among emergency responders hinders greatly the efforts to provide a needed response to a disaster.  The state may find it difficult to fully fund the interoperable communications regarding the fact that there are many competing public security needs. Misconceptions on capabilities of the current infrastructure and the impact of emerging technology also affect this funding in one way or the other. 
According to Faulhaber (2006), the states have made some efforts regarding the problem of interoperable communications in response to disasters. For instance, the governor of Oregon in 2002 established the State Interoperability Council. The council was given the responsibility of providing directions in all matters relating to the plan, design, guidance implementation, the appropriate practices and accepted standards in dealing with the interoperable functionality and good communication. This was to enable the state to effectively respond to public security matters.  Similar strategies were also established in Indiana, Tennessee as well as Virginia. 
Recommendations
In order to deal with these challenges and improve the communication between the emergency responders, the state needs to make some recommendations (U.S Office, 2007) Some of these recommendations include:
1. The states need to evaluate how requests to support and improve interoperable communication across the state. 
2. Adopt a program that is focused on ensuring that the state has functional operability in responding to emergencies at all the government levels.
3. Evaluate the performance of the existing systems of interoperable communications. This includes measuring the effectiveness of these systems in achieving their goals. 
4. Improve state flexibility in the process of purchasing the required communication equipment. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, the government has a great responsibility to ensure that public safety is operational at all the time. The emergency responders need to communicate smoothly in order to provide a relevant response to a disaster and at the right time. Despite the notable efforts by the government, there is still much needed to be done concerning this issue. For instance, the government needs a system in which all the first responders can coordinate. As a result, it will be easy to integrate the efforts from all these responders to deal with a disaster in ease and faster. 
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